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Preacher: Donald Macleod

[0:00] Let's turn again to Hebrews 11 and the opening words of the chapter. Hebrews 11 and
verse 1.! No faith is being sure of what we hope for, and certain of what we do not see.

These words contain what is close to definition of faith. And they bring out, I think, one fundamental
point.
And that is that faith means being sure, it means being certain, it means being convinced. Faith we
are told is being sure of what we hope for, it is being certain of what we do not see.
It doesn't mean that believers are always sure and certain. In fact, believers are very often not sure
and not certain.
We go through times of doubt and times of great uncertainty. We may sometimes doubt if God
loves us.
[1:31] We may sometimes doubt if the Bible is God's word. We may sometimes doubt if Christ
rose from the dead. We may sometimes doubt if God exists. We know that sometimes all those
believers who meet in God's own world Lops in God's own world Lops into a mood of doubt and
uncertainty.

John the Baptist wants a word to Jesus, Are you he said the coming One or do we look for another?
He had been so sure at one time that Jesus was the Messiah.
Messiah. But now we have his doubts. Was Jesus the coming one? David in the book of Psalms
sometimes questions whether there is life after death. Sometimes great waves of despondency
would perhaps overfill the soul and he would ask, well will we praise God in some kind of life
beyond? Job doubted whether God loved him or God cared for him. And so it's entirely possible that
those who are believers may go through times of doubt and sometimes times of very radical doubt
and doesn't carries with it moods of great depression and uncertainty.
But that doesn't mean that faith itself doubts. A believer may doubt but belief does not doubt.
Belief is sure and belief is certain. And of course in our day it is unfashionable to have strong
convictions or to have strong and undoubted faith. It is almost mandatory that if we are to up our
respectable faith then there must somewhere be doubt, uncertainty, modesty and so on.
[4:03] But that's not how the Bible sees it. The Bible says that men and women are commended
for being sure.

They are commended for being sure. They are commended for strength of conviction. That's what
these words before us insistent on. Faith means being sure. And faith means being certain.
What is faith is certain about? And I think that from this passage two great points emerge.
One way is that faith is sure about the unseen. And the second way is that faith is sure about the
future.
And I want to explore each of these for a moment. First of all, faith is sure about the unseen. In this
world we are surrounded by what is visible. By things we can access with our senses.
[5:36] We can't see them and hear and touch and smell them. But faith knows that behind all
those visibles there is the great world of the invisible. And faith is certain with regard to those
invisibles.

And this great world of invisibles, it's invisible not because it is merely microscopic, because it is
invisible because it is invisible because they are immaterial.
They have no mass. They have no velocity. They have no radiation. They emit no magnetic energy.
So, no human instrument and no human sense. And so, no human instrument and no human
sense. Can ascertain their existence. Or plot their course. Or prove their reality.
So, no human being. They are not verifiable by the senses or by scientific experimentation.
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[7:14] And yet faith is sure that that which is unseen is real. And that what is unseen undergirds
all the rest of reality.

For example, faith is sure with regard to God. Faith believes that God exists.
Even though this God of existence is invisible. Even though our senses and instruments cannot
have no access to. Faith is still sure. Saint Paul tells us that we are surrounded in this world by the
revelation of God. That the visible things speak to us of the invisible. And that every human mind is
so made that it invariably infers from the world around us that God exists. So that every human
mind is sure of this eternal power and this eternal God. And in a way it's part of the Bible's great
challenge to modern love.
The Bible tells us modern love. The Bible tells us modern love. You know you're sure about the
invisible. You are sure that God is there. Because you can't stand in this world amid all its visible.
You are sure that God is there. And so faith is sure that God is. And this faith the Bible says is part
of the mental equipment of every human being.
[9:23] And once many years ago. A Russian cosmonaut came back from the world publicised this
journey.

And he told the world that he had been to heaven. And yet he had not seen God. There was he said
no sign of God.
And he mentioned that if he had not seen the world. And he mentioned that if he announces the
world it would somehow dead. The world's faith had gone. away away away away away away away
away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away
away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away
away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away
away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away
away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away
away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away
away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away
away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away
away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away
away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away
away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away
away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away
away away away away away away away away away away Who says Henry Ford made this car? I
was in sign of Henry Ford. You go through some modern computer and some modern software
package and you merge and say, I saw no son of Bill Gates.
Who said Bill Gates made these things, I see no son of Bill Gates. I've been through this whole
computer. There's no son of this man, anyone in the computer.
Of course, that whole argument is absurd. We don't find Shakespeare in Hamlet. We don't find Bill
Gates inside one of his computers, one of his programs.
[11:12] And yet we know that Shakespeare wrote those plays that Bill Gates invented this
magnificent software. And so, although faith cannot see God, yet faith is sure that God exists.

And beyond that there's this. Faith is sure too that God created this whole universe. You see then in
verse 3, by faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what is
seen was not made out of what was visible.
Again I say, we stand above all those visible things. We look at all those mighty planets, those great
stars, those great stellar systems.
We look into the vastness of space. We see these things. We look into atoms and molecules and
subatomic particles and genes and chromosomes and still we are seen. It's all visible.
But then we ask ourselves, before these visible things began to exist or came into being, what was
there before the visible things came into existence?
[12:52] Before those visible things, before those visible things, before those visible things began
to be, what was there before the visible things?

Where did those visible things come from? Was there always a visible thing?
Did all those visible things come from some other visible things? From something else that man
could weigh and measure?
Man could plot its course and assess its velocity. Is some such thing the source of all that exists?
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No, he says, before ever there was a visible thing, there was the unseen. Before ever there was the
visible, there was the invisible.
[13:51] And all that visible has come from the invisible, from this God. In his mind the whole
universe was conceived.

It was this invisible, it was this invisible, who created the worlds, who created time, who created
space, who made all that we could see.
And faith is sure that all that is visible and measurable is the product of the unseen. And so faith is
sure that God is there. And faith is sure that by its world, this God made the world.
That he has such tremendous power. That simply by speech, by utterance, he is able to call this
whole universe into being. That's what faith believes.
That's what faith is, this universe is true. This universe that shows all the science of the mind of a
great mathematician, and the imagination of a great artist. But which was spoken to be, which came
into existence, not in some laborious way. As an artist brothers with its own medium, with its
pigment in stone and so on.
[15:21] And a craftsman with its own materials, and all this tremendous effort. Offered with its
frustration. But no, the God whom we cannot see.

The God who has simply said, simply said, and there was, and said, and there was, let there be
light, and there was light, let there be a firmament, and there was a firmament.
So faith believes, faith is sure, that all that's visible is the product of the invisible. We don't have
many options. We see those things.
What was there before the same things. Either there was another seeing things. Or there was
another seeing things. Or there was another seeing things.
And then faith is sure of this too. It's sure that God rewards those who diligently seek him. Or
seeking him in the right way. Or seeking what he has said he is to be found.
[16:33] In other words, if you bear with me, this faith that God exists. And this faith that God
made the whole universe.

It becomes a practical thing. It becomes a practical thing. It becomes religion. It becomes the quest
for the God whom we know to exist.
And the God whom we know to have created this whole universe. Because faith is sure. Faith
seeks. And faith goes to where it seeks. Where it knows this God is to be found. And it goes there
because it is sure.
That if we do seek him. That if we do seek him. Then we are going to find him. Of course in a way
we do find him. In the creation around us.
That is. A long standing inside. Within Christian thought. I am inclined also to think increasingly.
That God is to be found.
[17:53] In great works of human art. That often that too is revelatory of God. Not least because.
Art. Is able to highlight. Precisely. That order in creation. And that order in history. That itself points
us. To what we are.

away from away from away from away from away from away from away from away from away from
away from away from away from away from away from away from away from away from away from
away from away from away from away from away from away from away from away from away from
away from away from away from away from away from away from away from away from away from
away from away from away from away from away from away from away from away from away from
away from away from away away from away from away away from away away from away away
from away away from away away from away away from away away away from away away away
from away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away
away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away
away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away
away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away
away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away away
away away away away away away away away away away away away that he made the universe
has that certainty been turned into a hunger and a thirst for the living God into that restlessness of
which Augustine spoke so famously Lord you have made us for yourself I don't heart is restless until
it rests in you it's an amazing thing the year that draws human imagination how much of modern
science today for all its pragmatism and all its commercialism is driven by the prospect of some
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great breakthrough you have this dream this mission that something is possible that it is better as
possible that human crawling is possible that a cure for cancer is possible and someone becomes
certain of that becomes possessed by that and so there begins a search a quest a longing and if we
are sure today that God is that God is to be found that there is a prospect for you and me of this
marvelous friendship and this marvelous communion it has become for us a compulsion a restless
restless questing until we find that it is a mystery and this is a mystery and this is a mystery and this
is a mystery and this is a mystery but it is that questing not sustained not merely by the vision but by
the certainty of success that there will come the moment of breakthrough and the moment of
discovery that those who seek are going to find
I'm not sure but sometimes in that quest there are moments of discouragement and for all I know
today maybe you are looking for this not this certainty but for this God about him you are certainly
not a quest for certainty but for God himself and I'm just saying or this word is saying you can be
sure that he will reward those who seek him in the right place that God will not elude or hide from
the soul that seeks him and I'm not speaking only of those engaged in some intellectual quest who
have never known God before but maybe for someone caught up in the existential trauma of
suffering and pain and grief and weakness and frailty and vulnerability of life itself you who today
know that by yourself you are not going to cope or survive or handle the situation and you are crying
and you are crying and sometimes perhaps even screaming and suffering and suffering and
suffering and pain and grief and suffering and pain and grief and weakness and frailty and
vulnerability of life itself may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may
may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may
may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may
may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may
may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may
may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may
may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may
may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may
may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may
may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may
may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may
may may may may may may
And maybe for God's own reasons, there has been some kind of delay. And maybe in the process
of that delay, in fact, things have got worse rather than better.
And still I'm saying, he will reward those who seek him in the right place. And if we really are looking
for his fellowship and help and deliverance, we can be sure.
[23:49] Sure that he exists. Sure that he made this world. And sure that he will reward those who
seek. And then there is this.

Faith is sure about the future. It's sure, the writer says, of what we hope for. It's sure that God will
fulfill all of his promises.
I might also say it's sure that God will fulfill what he has written. Faith is certain about the future. In
some ways that's very odd.
Because the future too is beyond verification. You can't conduct some experiment and say, this is
what will happen in a thousand years' time.
The past leaves footprints. It leaves evidence behind it. But the future leaves no footprints.
[24:59] And yet, faith is sure about the future. It's sure about the unfulfilled promises of God.

You take, for example, Noah. God had told Noah, there's going to be a great flood. There's going to
be this great disaster that's going to obliterate human life.
Whatever such life exists. There was no sign of security. There was no geological evidence. There
was no meteorological evidence.
There was no chemical evidence. There was no physical scientific sign at all that within the lifetime
there'll be this monumental flood.
And yet, Noah was told by God, this is going to happen. And Noah was absolutely sure.
[26:03] Not because of scientific evidence, but because God had said it. And so he made the
requisite preparations.

He knew it was going to happen. And that's what he made those preparations. Or take the
astonishing faith of Abraham. Abraham had his most amazing beliefs with regard to the future.
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He was absolutely certain that he would have a son. Even though he was far too old for such an
eventuality.
And he was sure that he would have a seed. Descendants more numerous than the graves of sand
on the seashore.
Though he had no child at all, even in his old age. And he was sure that that seed would inherit the
earth. He was sure that through that seed, all the nations of the earth, the whole world, would be
blessed.
[27:22] Through the children he didn't have. Even at that great advanced age. And yet he was
sure about all those astonishing things.

And he was sure too that one day he'd inherited the land of Canaan. God had told him. And on the
strength of God's word, he turned his bank on his father's house and his family, on his own land, on
a whole civilization.
And off he went into the unknown and the uncertain. Because God had made him a promise. And
he was sure that God would fulfill that promise.
He wasn't only sure, you see, but he acted upon the certainty. That's the great thing about these
men. Noah was sure.
And so he acted and he built his ark. Abraham was sure. And so he acted. And off he went into the
unknown.
[28:43] Always, the certainty must breed action. We can't be sure about God. And sure about the
future, with its great promises and its solemn threats.

We can't be sure about those things and do nothing. We must, like Noah Bill, we must, like
Abraham, leave and walk into God's future.
They were absolutely sure. And so they acted. And if we're sure, if we know about God and about
God's future, then we're not only luxuriating in that certainty, but we act upon that certainty.
We do something. How can we know that God is there, the living God? How can we know that he is
there and simply hold that as some kind of inert, unproductive, intellectual conviction?
It requires decision and action. And so these men were sure of the future. And we Christians, we
are sure about the future as well.
[30:04] It's not that there are great scientific pointers to the imminent fulfillment of God's great
promises, but there is God's own word.

And because of that word, our faith is sure. We are sure, for example, that one day, Jesus Christ is
going to return to this world.
We're not sure because there are signs in the sky or signs in the rocks or signs in the temperature
of the ocean, but we're sure because God has said it, that one day Christ is going to return.
And we're sure that on that day the graves will open and the dead will rise. We're sure about that.
We're not sure because in the moment of burial, those bodies of our beloved dead show any
potential for resurrection.
[31:17] we're not sure of the imminence of that day because of any particular signs in the world
around us.

But we know that for the God who spoke the universe into being, who spoke space in its
incontourable vastness into being and charged that space in its every particle electromagnetic
energy, that for that God it is no great thing and no big deal to speak the dead body back into life.
It is no more difficult than it was for God to give Abraham and Sarah the child, Isaac out of nothing.
Faith is sure that our dead will rise. Faith is sure of reunion with those who we have known in the
Lord.
And faith is sure that in that same moment this earth and the whole cosmos is going to undergo a
radical transformation, is going to be renewed, and there's going to be a regeneration of heaven
and of earth.
[33:00] Faith is sure that this current universe is going to be literally dissolved or loosed, pulled
apart by the power that once put it together.

And faith is sure not again because there are scientific evidences of this, indeed quite the contrary.
All the evidence is, as you bright people, know that this world is an entropy.
and all the signs are that the tendency of the cosmos is not towards greater order but towards
greater disorder, the collapse of systems, the loss of energy, the loss of temperature, the loss of
life, the loss of law and order.
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the signs can tell us that yes, one day that great sun in the sky, that great nuclear explosion that we
call the sun, it's going to burn out.
It won't happen tomorrow, the day after, but it is a computable fact that that energy is not going to
last forever.
[34:24] It's a marvellous thing the way God runs this world, you see that. It is the collapse of the
sun into entropy and chaos that gives us the energy in this world, in this earth, what the sun loses,
we gain.

But the point will come when the great battery of the solar system has run down, it's flat, there's
nothing left for photosynthesis or whatever, that's the way things are going.
And scientific realism would say that this universe has a very, very sad future, it's all going to end
back where it began, without light, without order, without life, that is the physical tendency of things.
But faith is sure that God has an opposite intention and that just when we think entropy and
collapse and chaos are inevitable, then God will say let there be a new heaven and a new earth, a
great palingenesis, a great regeneration, faith is sure of a new cosmos, faith is certain about it and
faith is sure too about this, that one day God will hold a greater size, that one day God will call may
may may may the great and the small to the bar of his own judgment. God will arrange every
human being and their God will pronounce his verdict and their God will pronounce his own
sentence.
None of us you know that day can say to him, oh Lord, if only you had told us that you existed, if
only you had told us that you made this world, if only you had told us that if we sought you we could
find you. I'm not sure what surprises this day that that day may produce.
[37:08] It may very well be that some of those may have in mind as I articulate a solemn warning
that you are already right with God because God is much more present to judge them than we are.

God comes out into my business. It is the event you see faith assure that on this day when Christ
comes and on this day when God raises the dead and on this day when God creates a new
universe and on this day God will hold court and God will pronounce his own verdict on every
human life.
God is much more present to God. But faith is sure about this too. It's sure that God works all things
for good to those who love. And in many ways that's the most important certainty faith has. We
know, says Paul, that in all things God works for good.
To those who love. I'm not sure whether for you today that's important but I'm sure of this. That
there will be days when it will be important to be sure that this too is subsumed under God's great
plan.
And that this too God is able to integrate into his own pattern. To conform us to the image of his
own son. In the last analysis that is the meaning of the love that will never let us go. That love is
determined.
[39:26] That love is determined. Both to make us Christ-like and to bring us where Christ is. And
the thought may seem to us that the tendency and aspect of many details in our lives is to tell us
that God couldn't, that God doesn't care about us.

And that God doesn't love us. Although things happen which in themselves are inexplicable.
Although things happen that take us to the limits of our own endurance.
Although things happen which frankly in themselves do us no good at all. That is the most solemn
thing, you know.
That there are things in God's plan which in themselves do us no good. Which in themselves might
embitter us. Which in themselves might ensayer and tempt us.
But it is not you see in themselves that they are to be weighed and measured. That God works
them together.
[40:52] So that even the mistakes and the lapses and the errors of judgment. The things said and
done which ought not to have been said and done.

And the things felt which ought not to have been felt. And it is out of feeling that so much of what we
do wrong actually comes.
And yet in the great wisdom of God. What breaks our hearts. And what defies our understanding.
And what takes us beyond our resources. And what does us no good at all. Faith is sure that God
works all of these things together for good.
It may be that some, one or two here this morning, are of the view that never again will they smile.
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[42:15] Never again will they be happy. Never again will they be unafraid. Never again free.
Never again free.

Of the tension and apprehension. That go along with life's major challenges.
Maybe your perception is that. From now on in. It's all going to be just the valley of the shadow of
death.
Maybe that's why Saint Paul said time is short.
Of course we speak often of the fleetingness of pleasures. Pleasures are like poppies.
[43:18] Spread said the bird. You see the flower of the bloom is shed.

It is one of the most difficult things for the tormented to believe. That life's sadnesses are also
temporary.
That there is a God-given grace of recovery. The truth is that God doesn't change the
circumstances.
The unendurable by the grace of God is endured. And often we emerge from it into God's sunlight
and God's grace.
Much of the art of living is waiting. I wait for God.
[44:36] My soul to wait. Waiting I waited. And that waiting is born of this great certainty, this
absolute assurance.

That God has His way and God has His purpose. And God has control. And God will work it all
together.
For the good that is. For the Christ-likeness of those who love them. And that Christ-likeness so
dearly, dearly, dearly to be bought.
It's worth waiting for. Well, you see, instead of all these people that they pleased God. And they
pleased God in a way not often mentioned in this age of ours.
And that is, they pleased God by being certain. They pleased God by being sure. They pleased
God by trusting Him.
[45:58] There is nothing that you find more hurtful, is there? God finds enormously hurtful when
He is not trusted.

These people were commended for being sure and for acting upon what they were sure of. And I
am asking today, out of the serenity of my own life, even to those who are not enjoying such
serenity, I am asking that they might be sure of the unseen and sure of the future.
And that out of that certainty, there might come a trusting of the God that they cannot see and a
confidence in a future.
And that we can make sure that neither you nor I can control. May God bless this world. Let us join
in prayer. O Lord, we ask that you would apply your word to us and bless it to our hearts and minds.
And give us, Lord, the grace to wait upon the unfolding of your will. For your glory is saved. Amen.
may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may
may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may
may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may
may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may
may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may
may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may
may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may
may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may
may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may
may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may
may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may may
may valiantly from verse 15 to verse 19 to God's praise.
[48:12] In dwellings of the Romans prepare the melody of joy and hell the Lord's right hand of
heaven and glory the right hand of the mighty Lord exalted is on high the right hand of the mighty
Lord forever valiantly I shall not die but live and shall the words of God discover the Lord may may
may but not to the death of the earth.

O set ye open unto thee the gates of righteousness, then will I enter into thee and the Lord will
bless.
By the blessing of God Almighty rest upon each one of us now and evermore. Amen.


